November 7, 2013-Workshop Meeting & Budget Public Hearing 

The workshop meeting and budget public hearing was held this evening at the Gardiner Town Hall at 7 PM.  Present were Supervisor Zatz and Councilmen Koenig, Mele, Reynolds and Wiegand.  There were approximately 17 ± audience members.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Nov. 15 – Veterans Salute Dinner Shawangunk Reformed Church
Nov. 16 – Wallkill Valley Rail Trail workday

Nov. 29 – Annual Christmas Tree Lighting 7 PM 

TOWN HOLIDAY CLOSINGS 

 The Town Hall and Transfer Station will be closed on Monday November 11 in observance of Veterans’ Day and on Thursday & Friday November 28 & 29 for the Thanksgiving holiday. 

STAR EXEMPTION 

The STAR exemption re-registration deadline  is closing in.  All information is located on the town’s website.

Supervisor Zatz announced that a solicitation of enrollment for the STAR program, which generates a fee, is a scam. There is no fee to re-register for the exemption. 

PUBLIC HEARING – LOCAL LAW 2% TAX CAP OVERRIDE

At 7: 15 PM the Town Clerk read the legal notice for the public hearing on a local law entitled, a local law to override the tax levy limit.  Supervisor Zatz immediately opened the public hearing to the audience for questions and comments.

Pam O’Dell – just say no to any increase.
Henry Tortora – asked how much of an increase for the taxes this year.
Jim Rhein – asked for an explanation of this local law.
Ed Barrett – asked what the justification was for spending more and for the need of the law. 

Pam O’Dell – stated that she felt it was ridicules that the Board is the only mechanism to override the increase.

Supervisor Zatz kept the public hearing opened as he moved on with the agenda.    

2014 BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING

At 7:20 PM the Town Clerk read the legal notice for the budget public hearing.  Supervisor Zatz reviewed the format of the budget.  Councilman Mele explained that the general expenses are up by 1.4% due to legal expenses and a 1.5% salary increase to Town Hall employees.  Revenues a up by 5.7% generating the total general levy to decrease by 3%.  The Highway Expenses are up by 12.9% due to the union contract and the 3.3% salary increase for highway employees and the bonding for the purchase of the new highway trucks.  Councilman Wiegand pointed out all the large expenses to this year’s budget specifically the $90,000 for the trucks, $18,000 for salary increases, $4,000 for revaluation expenses, $4,000 for the stipend to the Planning Board members, $5,000 for the water study in the hamlet and $6,000 to automate the payroll system.  The hearing was opened to the public for questions and/or comments.  
Jim Rhein – asked about working together with the County on some government systems ie payroll to bring the Town’s expenses down.  

Scott Bittner – doesn’t remember a large increase being discussed for the purchase of the trucks.

Pam O’Dell – what was the reason for not pursuing a tower at the Highway garage. 
Councilman Reynolds – it is still an option.  Carriers are not interested in that site at this time.

Henry Tortora – what does the Town have to gain from the cell tower on Wright’s Farm property 

Scott Bittner – believes there is plenty to cut from the budget to reduce the taxes. 
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Jim Rhein – the water study benefits the hamlet at the expense of all the taxpayers in town.  
Councilman Koenig – explained that the developers will pay for the study and the Town will re-coup the fees. 

Pam O’Dell – with respect to revenue – the expense of the transfer station outweighs the revenue.  Asked the Town Board to make the transfer station a lucrative prospect for the Town and not subsidize it by the taxpayers. 
David Straus – questioned the lack of contingency in the budget.
Pam O’Dell – suggested asking Mohonk Preserve for an increase by double of the amount given to the  Town ($10,000) as a payment in lieu of taxes. 

Jim Rhein – agrees with Pam O’Dell’s suggestion.

John Hinson – asked what the tax increase from the previous year was.  He was informed that it was 6%.

Asked what the increase or decrease was in the General Fund and what effect it had on the budget.  Town Board members explained to him how the unexpended fund affects the budget and the town finances.  
Mike Kruglinski – commended the Town Board on a job well done on the budget. 

There being no other questions or comments this evening, on motion of Supervisor Zatz, seconded by Councilman Wiegand and carried, the public hearing was left opened to next week’s meeting allowing for further written comment.  

CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING – LOCAL LAW 2% TAX CAP OVERRIDE

On motion of Councilman Wiegand, seconded by Councilman Mele and carried the public hearing for the local law was closed at 7:55 PM. 

ADOPTION OF LOCAL LAW

A local law to override the tax levy limit established in General Municipal Law § 3-c

Offered by Councilman Wiegand

Section 1. Legislative Intent

It is the intent of this local law to override the limit on the amount of real property taxes that may be levied by the Town of Gardiner pursuant to General Municipal Law § 3-c, and to allow the Town of Gardiner to adopt a budget for the fiscal year 2014 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the “tax levy limit” as defined by General Municipal Law § 3-c.
Section 2. Authority

This local law is adopted pursuant to subdivision 5 of General Municipal Law § 3-c, which expressly authorizes the town board to override the tax levy limit by the adoption of a local law approved by vote of sixty percent (60%) of the town board.

Section 3. Tax Levy Limit Override

The Town Board of the Town of Gardiner, County of Ulster is hereby authorized to adopt a budget for the fiscal year 2014 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the amount otherwise proscribed in General Municipal Law, §3-c.

Section 4. Severability

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or the application thereof to any person, firm or corporation, or circumstance, shall be adjusted by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such order or judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or in its application to the person, individual, firm or corporation or circumstance, directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment or order shall be rendered.
Section 5. Effective date

This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State. 
Seconded by Councilman Mele and carried. 
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WIRELESS EDGE TOWERS
A public hearing has been scheduled for December 3.  Attorney Larry Wolinsky will attend the November 12 meeting to review the application and to be sure all is in order.  ZBA Chairman Mike Beck, Planning Board member Paul Colucci and Town Planner Jim Freiband will also attend this meeting.  
PLANNING BOARD ALTERNATE 

Board members have received three (3) potential applicants for the position of alternate Planning Board member.  Interviews are scheduled for November 12 at 6:30 PM during Executive Session.
The two (2) openings for the ZBA will be addressed in December.

SIDEWALK UPDATE

Final inspection of the sidewalks has been conducted.  The NYS DOT suggested correcting a couple of pooling areas before they will finalize the completion of the sidewalks. 

TRANSFER STATION NEWS

The transfer station will no longer accept electronics as a recyclable product.  The Town must sign a new agreement with a new company in order to have the ability to accept electronics.  

Board members discussed a recycling coordinator position.  The civil service list through Ulster County must first be reviewed and the position must be offered to one on the list.  If they should refuse, the Town can then hire outside of the list.  Councilman Reynolds will be meeting with someone who has expressed an interest in the position.
ADJOURNMENT

On motion of Councilman Mele, seconded by Councilman Wiegand and carried, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM. 









Respectfully submitted, 









Michelle L. Mosher 









Town Clerk

