August 9, 2016 – Monthly Meeting
The August Town Board meeting was held this evening at the Gardiner Town Hall at 7 PM.  Present were Supervisor Majestic, Councilwoman Walls and Councilmen Dukler & Reynolds.  Councilman Hinson was absent.  There were approximately 50 ± audience members.  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The bridge on Route 44/55 over the Marakill has been re-opened.  There are a few cosmetic issues on the surrounding land that still need to be addressed.
Sampling of the water in the Shawangunk Kill will be done this Saturday August 13 from 1 to 4 PM.  Anyone who is interested may participate in the collection of samples.

Mohonk Preserve is offering a one (1) month free membership to Gardiner residents for the month of September.  All interested must sign up by the end of this month.

HIGHWAY DEPT. RETIREMENT 

Daniel “Woody” Keegan has presented to the Highway Superintendent his intent to retire after 26 years of service.  Woody has been an asset to the department and the community and Supervisor Majestic thanked him for his service. 

PARKS & RECREATION – RESIGNATION SUMMER RECREATION DIRECTOR

Supervisor Majestic informed the Town Board that the Town has received a resignation letter from Frank LaRonca and Amanda Paul, Directors of the Summer Recreation Program.  Frank & Amanda have headed the program for the past eight (8) years.  They have had two (2) Assistant Directors, Brian Majestic and Jennifer Harp who they highly recommend to take over as Directors.  Frank & Amanda have been outstanding Summer Rec Directors who have created a program that is highly spoken of by both residents and non-residents alike.   
ULSTER COUNTY PLANNING BOARD

Former Planning Board member Kathy Hudson has resigned from the Ulster County Planning Board as she is re-locating outside of New York State.  Supervisor Majestic is requesting recommendations to fill the vacancy.  The member of the Ulster County Planning Board does not need to be a member of the Gardiner Planning Board but does have to be a resident.

Supervisor Majestic also reminded all present that there are still openings on the Environmental Conservation Commission and the Parks & Recreation Commission. 

PUBLIC HEARING CONTINUATION -  LOCAL LAW SUPERINTENDENT OF HIGHWAYS TERM OF OFFICE
Supervisor Majestic offered to the audience a chance to voice their opinion on the local law to increase the superintendent of highways term of office from two (2) years to four (4) years.  There being none, the Town Board proceeded to close the public hearing . 

CLOSED PUBLIC HEARING 

On motion of Supervisor Majestic, seconded by Councilwoman Walls and carried, the public hearing on the superintendent of highways term of office from two (2) years to four (4) years was closed at 7:05 PM.  
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ADOPTION OF LOCAL LAW  

On motion of Councilwoman Walls, seconded by Councilman Dukler and carried, the local law entitled Local Law increasing the term of office of Superintendent of Highways from two to four years  was adopted as follows: 

Section 1.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY:  This local law is adopted pursuant to the provisions of the Municipal Home Rule of the State of New York.

Section 2. 
INCREASE IN TERM OF OFFICE:  The term of office of the elected Superintendent of Highways shall be four years. Such four-year term shall commence as of the first day of January 2018 and shall apply to the person elected to such office at the biennial town election to be held on November 7, 2017 and to those elected thereafter, provided a proposition submitted pursuant to Section Three below is approved. 

Section 3. 
MANDATORY REFERENDUM:  This local law is adopted subject to a mandatory referendum and shall be submitted for approval of the qualified voters of the Town of Gardiner at the general election to be held on November 8, 2016.  A proposition in the following form shall be included on the ballot at such general election and the increased term of office shall not take effect unless such proposition is approved by a majority vote of the qualified voters voting thereon:


“Shall Local Law No. 2 2016 entitled A Local Law Increasing the Term of Office of Superintendent of Highways from Two to Four Years be approved?”

Section 4. 
SUPERSESSION:  This local law shall supersede Town Law §24 relating to the term of office for Superintendent of Highways of the Town of Gardiner. 

Section 5. 
EFFECTIVE DATE:  This local law shall become effective immediately upon being filed in the office of Secretary of State after approval by the qualified voters.     

PUBLIC HEARING –LOCAL LAW FOR LORATORIUM IN SOLAR FACILITIES

The Town Clerk read the legal notice for the local law entitled “Ground Mounted Solar Energy Facilities Moratorium Law of the Town of Gardiner, New York” at 7:10 PM. Supervisor Majestic explained  the purpose of the law and then opened the hearing up to the public for comments. 

Butch Dener – New Paltz resident who spoke on the integrity of the Sicari family and is supportive of their solar farm project. 

Anthony Sicari Jr. – read a lengthy statement outlining their project from beginning to present.  A copy of his statement has been made part of the record in the moratorium file.

Rick Irizzary – questioned the purpose of a nine (9) month moratorium.

Joan Mitchell – is ok with a moratorium, just not nine (9) months. 

Sam Johnson – sells solar energy.  Spoke at length about the different communities he has done solar for and the Beneficial Use Act which he believes can help our community to navigate through the guidelines.
Esther Sicari – Understands the purpose of the moratorium but does not understand why NYS Solar Farm is being held to this moratorium when their application was submitted 8 years ago.   
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Barbara Sides – is supportive of solar farms
John Hagen – has concerns with environmental effects.

Aaron Adams- spoke at length about the proven technology throughout the country for solar.  The responsibility of the Town to provide for the community.
Tom Kakandes – is an independent solar developer and consultant.  He has done large scale projects in NYS and spoke at length about solar power, Central Hudson connection.  Believes that the NYS Solar Farm project is a good project for the Town to work off to set precedent of guidelines.  
Warren Wiegand – currently is a Planning Board member.  The purpose of establishing a moratorium was due to the volume of applications for solar farms.  The Town of Gardiner  municipal law does not have guidelines for the Planning Board to follow.  This will allow for the Town to create those guidelines.  

Lance Pagaluca – a recent resident of the Town who has not been able to get solar on his property.  He is in favor of having a solar farm in the Town and believes the proposed moratorium is too long. 

Jack Habersberger – he sees a need to have rules/guidelines/laws for the Town to follow.  He is in favor of the moratorium.  

Mike Moriello – attorney for NYS Solar Farm.  Stated that his client has a very large investment in creating a solar farm and there are many people relying on this project.  He is requesting a “carve out” from the moratorium for his client.
Cheryl Oakley – reminded everyone that the proposed solar farm affects many residents around the property.   

Ann Whalen – represents Cypress Renewables.  Understands that a moratorium is a tool to be used very carefully and only in an emergency.  It should only take a couple of months to set guidelines not 9 months.  Encouraged continuing work with the current project before the Board.  A moratorium can jeopardize the approvals needed from the State of New York for this project. 
John Wapner – Also encouraged the Board to continue the review of the solar project currently before the Board and stated the benefits of solar power for a community. 
Warren Wiegand – as a former Town Board member, he stated that the Town Board never received a final application from NYS Solar Farm.  The forward movement of this application was not held by the Town Board.  

Anthony Cagliuso – stated that the NYS Solar Farm is a great project and is in support of having a solar farm. 

Mike Moriello –stated that there is a pending application before the Town Board for NYS Solar Farm.

Jack Habersberger – stated that this hearing is not about a specific project but about a moratorium to allow for the Town to create guidelines. 
At this point Supervisor Majestic halted any further comments for this evening.  She will keep the public hearing opened until next month.  
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SEQR REVIEW-MORATORIUM LAW
Board members began reviewing the short form SEQR as directed by attorney Paul Kellar.  After the review of Part 1 Board members were instructed to complete Part 2 and submit their results by August 12 to the Town Supervisor. 
SUDIVISION FEES SCHEDULE

At The June 14 meeting the Town Board adopted a local law amending payment of fees in lieu of parkland with respect to subdivisions.  A fee schedule was not determined at the time and Supervisor Majestic would like to resolve the fee schedule tonight and is proposing by motion to keep the fee schedule as it is currently – two (2) or more lots $1200 per lot.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Walls.  A roll call vote was as follows Councilman Reynolds nay, Councilman Dukler nay, Councilwoman Walls nay, Supervisor Majestic aye.  Councilman Hinson was absent.  Motion fails.  
A second motion was made by Councilman Dukler, seconded by Councilman Reynolds and carried to amend the fee schedule as follows: first and second lots $1200 per lot, three or more lots $1600 per lot.  Supervisor Majestic voted nay.  Motion carries. 
MASS GATHERING PERMIT – GARDINER DAY

Resolution No. 76 - Offered by Councilman Dukler

Whereas , the Town of Gardiner has adopted certain rules and regulations governing outdoor musical entertainment, amusement and assemblies in order to provide for public order and the protection of safety, health and well-being of persons and property within the Town known as Chapter 107 of the Municipal Code, and

Whereas, the Gardiner Day Committee has proposed to hold an event known as “Gardiner Day” on Saturday September 10, 2016 at the premises known as George Majestic Memorial Park on Murphy Lane in the Town of Gardiner which is reasonably expected to attract more than 1000 persons, and

Whereas, the applicant has provided the Town Board with information concerning the purpose of the event, the hours of operation, the provision of adequate off-street parking, the provision of fire lanes and toilet facilities, evidence of compliance with the Health Department regulations, proof of adequate liability insurance and copies of notice sent to area police agencies, fire departments and rescue squads, and

Whereas, the Town Board is satisfied that adequate provisions have been made by the applicant and that planned event will not disturb the public order and safety, then

Resolved, the Town Board of the Town of Gardiner hereby grants a permit for an outdoor assembly known as “Gardiner Day” to be held on Saturday September 10, 2016, between the hours of 11:00 A.M. and 4:30 P.M. at George Majestic Memorial Park on Murphy Lane in accordance with the application presented to the Town. 

Seconded by Councilman Reynolds and carried.

August 9, 2016 – Monthly Meeting





Page 5

OUTDOOR ENTERTAINMENT LAW

Supervisor Majestic had a press release published requesting input to amend the outdoor entertainment law.  To date there has been no response.  Ms Majestic will send information to 
those who expressed interest in working on the law revision….Ralph Erenzo, Tammy Boylan Liz Glover-Wilson and the Gardiner Day Committee.  

RECOGNITION OF SEPTEMBER AS PROSTATE AWARENESS MONTH

Resolution No. 77 - Offered by Supervisor Majestic
Whereas Prostate Cancer is one of the deadliest diseases affecting men today and, 

Whereas, Great progress has been made in early detection, treatment, technology and

medical advances have made Prostate Cancer a more survivor-able disease, many men are unaware of the threat or reluctant to submit to prostate tests and exams, and

Whereas September is Prostate Cancer Awareness Month, and

Whereas, the Benevolent and Protective Order of the Elks, Lodge 2568 supports efforts to raise awareness of this deadly disease during the month of September. And the Elks Lodge and supports a Community Activity Project; Prostate Cancer Month awareness. And

Whereas the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, Lodge 2568 invites and encourages all Ulster County Towns to acknowledge Prostate Cancer month in the form of a Resolution and a display of blue lights in a public place in awareness of Prostate Cancer month. and

Therefore; the Town of Gardiner does formally acknowledge the month of September to be recognized as Prostate Cancer Awareness month 

Seconded by Councilwoman Walls and carried. 
GRANT UPDATE
In 2013 we received a grant from Senator John Bonacic for parking at the ball field located adjacent to the Town Hall.  In 2015 the Town was awarded a grant for a pole building located at Highway Garage.  To date these grants have not been used.  Supervisor Majestic has investigated the status of these grants and has been told that both are approved and they may be re-directed for use on a different project.  The first grant of $50,000 for the ball field parking area could be better utilized for park buildings like completing the pole barn, or renovating the bathrooms and pavilion.  The other grant of $50,000 could be used as a down payment for a new backhoe.  The remainder of the funding can come from unexpended and financing.  

TOWN HALL WASH AND PAINT BID 

After reviewing the Procurement Policy, Supervisor Majestic realized that the cost to power wash and paint the Town Hall exceeds the threshold of $20,000 and will require the Town to do an RFP according to the guidelines as outlined in the Procurement Policy.  Supervisor Majestic made a motion to rescind the bid award made last month to McMahon’s Home Improvement.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Walls and carried.  

Supervisor Majestic stated that she has spoken to Watchtower Farms may be able to do the painting of the Town Hall, however this will not take place until the Spring.  At this point the Town will wait until the Spring to move forward with this project.  
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HIGHWAY GENERATOR

On motion of Supervisor Majestic, seconded by Councilwoman Walls and carried, the Superintendent of Highways was authorized to sell the old generator from the Highway Dept. on Auctions International. 

SHAFT ROAD SUBDIVISION-LEAD AGENCY REQUEST

The Town Board is in receipt of a Lead Agency request from the Planning Board on a subdivision located on Shaft Road entitled Shaft Road LLC.  The purpose of the letter is to establish the Town Planning Board as Lead Agency for the purposes SEQR review and to expedite the designation by asking the Town Board to sign the letter waiving the 30-day waiting period.  Councilwoman Walls expressed her discontent with not receiving a copy of the full packet for her to review and her possible interest of having the Town Board designated as Lead Agency. A motion was made by Supervisor Majestic, seconded by Councilman Reynolds to sign the letter and allow the Gardiner Planning Board as Lead Agency. Councilman Dukler voted nay, Councilwoman Walls abstained.  Motion fails.
BUDGET PREPARATION UPDATE

Supervisor Majestic announced that the Town will have the ability to increase the Town Budget for 2017 by .68% putting a very tight increase to this year’s budget.  Ms Majestic is still waiting for department heads to submit their requests which she is expecting by August 12.    
 Councilwoman Walls stated that she has concerns with the auditing of claims and is suggesting the possibility of hiring a claims auditor.  Her other concern is there is no staff for segregation of duties.  She is suggesting a new hire to serve as claims auditor and assist staff as needed. 
Supervisor Majestic stated that this would be best discussed during budget meetings. 

SUPERVISOR MONTHLY REPORT

The Supervisor’s Report for the month of July was approved as presented on motion of Councilwoman Walls, seconded by Councilman Dukler and carried.  

CLAIMS 

Claims were approved for payment on motion of Councilwoman Walls, seconded by Councilman Dukler and carried.  They are listed on Abstract # 7 as follows:  General Fund voucher #299-355 $18,599.17; Highway Fund voucher #160-189 $29,472.67; Sewer Fund voucher #20-25 $5,340.70. 

BUDGET TRANSFERS 

Resolution No. 78 – Budget Transfer in Sewer Fund – Offered by Councilwoman Walls

Resolved, pursuant to Section 122, Town Law, the 2016 Annual Budget, Sewer Fund, is hereby amended to provide for the transfer of $800.00 from Acct No 03.07.8110.468 CE Repairs to Acct No. 03.07.8110.469 CE Outside Prof. Services 

Seconded by Councilman Dukler and carried. 

Resolution No. 79 – Budget Transfer in General Fund – Offered by Councilwoman Walls

Resolved, pursuant to Section 122, Town Law, the 2016 Annual Budget, General Fund, is hereby amended to provide for the transfer of $125.25 from Acct No 00.01.1357.402 CE Mileage/Reval to Acct No. 00.01.1357.401 CE General Misc/Reval, $200.00 from Acct No. 00.01.1620.417 CE Building Improvements to Acct No. 00.01.1620.401 CE Building Misc.; $20.00 from Acct No. 
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00.06.7110.413 CE Repairs to Acct No. 00.06.7110.401 CE Misc.; $501.00 from Acct No. 00.07.8160.415 CE Improvements & Signs to Acct No. 00.07.8160.401 CE Misc., $400.00 from Acct No. 00.07.8160.415 CE Improvements & Signs to Acct No. 00.07.8160.414 CE Coupon/Permits and $400.00 from Acct No. 00.01.1330.103 PS Tax Collector Clerk to Acct No. 00.01.1330.402 CE Tax Collector Mileage.

Seconded by Councilman Dukler and carried. 

Resolution No. 80 – Budget Transfer in General Fund – Offered by Councilwoman Walls

Resolved, pursuant to Section 122, Town Law, the 2016 Annual Budget, General Fund, is hereby amended to provide for the transfer of $218.00 from Acct No. 00.04.5010.403 CE Conference & Education to Acct No. 00.04.5010.401 CE Miscellaneous Expenses.   

Seconded by Councilman Dukler and carried. 

MINUTES 

On motion of Councilwoman Walls, seconded by Councilman Dukler and carried, the minutes of June 7, June 14 and July 12 were approved as written.  

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 

Jack Habersberger – agreed to the replacement of the backhoe.  Is in favor of the moratorium. 

Henry Tortora – ask the status of the cell tower.  He was informed that AT&T has begun their service from the tower and we are currently waiting on Verizon to completed their paperwork for the final permit.   

Glenn Noonan – spoke again about a “zombie” property located across from his house and is insisting that the Town move forward with cleaning the property up and charge the  property owner on his tax bill the cost of the clean up.  

Scott Bittner – Asked for confirmation that the roads will open in the area of the Sunflower Festival. 

Brian Stiscia – stated that the salt shed is just about complete.  Talked budget and the replacement of trucks and heavy equipment. 

Councilwoman Walls asked for a listing of all town vehicles and their ages. 

ADJOURNMENT 

On motion of Councilwoman Walls, seconded by Councilman Dukler and carried, the meeting was adjourned at 9:10 PM.  









Respectfully submitted, 









Michelle L. Mosher 









Town Clerk 

